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Karin Hieta is a senior analyst with the California Public Utilities Commission’s Division 
of Ratepayer Advocates.  She has conducted analyses, testified as an expert witness, 
and advocated in major telecommunications proceedings including the New Regulatory 
Framework and Uniform Regulatory Framework proceedings, the SBC/AT&T merger, 
application of the California Environmental Quality Act to telecommunications carriers, 
P.U. Code 851, and the California High Cost Fund-B.  Her analytical and advocacy work 
in key energy proceedings includes feed-in tariffs, the California Solar Initiative, 
development of the combined heat and power tariff, Direct Access, and Smart Grid.   
She is currently the project coordinator for the Smart Grid proceeding.  Karin received  
an M.A. in Spiritual Psychology from the University of Santa Monica.  She received a 
B.S. in Geography and B.S. in General Social Sciences from Portland State University. 
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